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The pulse 
of Pulcifer: 
It’s relaxed 
but strong 

Residents like life 
in quiet river town 


the sawmill in this eastern Shawano .-,.3 
County community. 

The river has taken a recreational turn pBaOuflQ 
but maintains a significant presence in n 
Pulcifer, adding a peaceful beauty to the 

"People used to say, Oh. you live in 
that little cowboy town in the valley. It’s 
so beautiful there," " said Sylveria Zenk, 

Route 3, Pulcifer. Her husband Russell is I 
a lifelong Pulcifer resident. 

Russell Zenk said Pulcifer, about 30 
miles northwest of Green Hay. more 

ster he watched log¬ 
gers float on the river to the Pulcifer ... 
dam. !t s h,st0f 

”A raft came down then with a tent on front Of 
it to do the cooking for the river rats who bell towe 
drove the logs.” he said. ”1 used to follow .... ^ 

them all the time and get prunes from the , t, !. t / 0 
cook on the raft." child sdret 

Today, Pulcifer is a quiet community. * c ^°° hous 
Many residents are gone during the day n U C 

to jobs in Gillett and Shawano. Local Gradebcnc 
businesses include a plumbing firm, feed r °unding li 
mill, sport shop, two taverns and a gas <ai 1 an 

station. St. John Lutheran Church and a the school, 

park also are here. saia - 

Jean Soper’s back yard, at Route 3, ant ^ ^ 

Pulcifer, runs right up to the river. Com- tower an( f 
pleting the scene is a grape arbor, garden original bri 
and an old box elder tree with a wooden is gone, bu 
swing. with the ye 

Adjacent to the home is Mike’s Plumb- Instead 
ing, Heating and Electric. Soper and her thought wi 
husband Mike own the business. Soper said. 

Soper often sees rafters in summer. old country 
"It’s so pretty here," she said. "You’ve Mike So 
got some little rapids to make it exciting sentimental 
— but not too exciting.” "A gal ct 

It also is a popular spot for trout fish- me all kinds 
ing. Soper said. ing it dow 

She said Pulcifer residents go to "There wer 
Shawano and Gillett to shop. bowl, golf high school 
and take exercise classes. The communi- here and th 
ty is part of the Gillett School District. Cyril "Svn 
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structed using bricks from the 
original building. Soper owns the 
building. 

bit of Pulcifer history' himself. He owns 
the building that was once a blacksmith 
shop. He uses it as a workshop. 

Anderson's grandfather came to Pul¬ 
cifer from Denmark in the late 1800s and 
started the blacksmith shop. "Can you 
imagine, he came over here and stayed 
right here." he said. 

Anderson, a former tavern operator 
and mill worker, said he stays in Pulcifer 
because it is home. 

"And don’t forget the river." he said. "I 
fished in that river all mv life." 


Shawano 

County 


The Pulcifer file 

Population: 100 (estimated by 
Russell and Sylveria Zenk). 

Mystery man: Residents say Pul¬ 
cifer was named after a man named 
John Pulcifer. Little is known about 
him, except that after living in Pul¬ 
cifer for several years, he moved to 
Shawano to become postmaster. 

Park plans: Residents hope to 
breathe life into an ailing Pulcifer 
Park along the river. The group that 
sponsored the park disbanded and 
its maintenance fell to concerned in¬ 
dividuals in the community. Resi¬ 
dents are considering replacing the 
bathrooms, repairing the boat land¬ 
ing and installing new playground 
equipment. 


Scenic stroll: Russell and Syl- the Oconto River on a walk 
veria Zenk take in the beauty of through Pulcifer. 
















